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On May 4, Brazilian President Jose Sarney complained to Liberal Front party Senate leader, Carlos
Chiarelli, that he is being subjected to the most harassment of any previous Brazilian president.
Pointing at his chin, he told Chiarelli and other political leaders, that he was "up to here." Senator
Chiarelli told reporters that Sarney said his "conciliatory spirit should not be confused with
complacency," and that he is going to react against his detractors. The president won a small victory
on May 3 when governors of the country's northeastern states declined to make a decision on the
preferred length of his presidential term. Sarney is attempting to establish negotiations between
the leaders of the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) and the Liberal Front Party (PFL),
the political alliance which has thus far supported his government. On procedures for calling
direct elections, there are three perspectives within the PMDB. Some PMDB legislators argue that
a national party convention should be called to determine the duration of the presidential term.
Others prefer to leave the decision and the debate to the National Constituent Assembly. A third
perspective effectively calls on President Sarney to take the initiative by forwarding a message
to the National Assembly to suggest a date for direct presidential elections. On May 6, President
Sarney fixed May 9 as the deadline date for the two ruling parties to decide on the duration of his
term in office. His decision was announced following the president's first meeting with PMDB head
Ulysses Guimaraes and PFL head Aureliano Chavez since the crisis which erupted surrounding the
replacement of Finance Minister Dilson Funaro. Guimaraes, who is also president of the Chamber of
Deputies and the National Constituent Assembly, said Sarney has demanded that his term in office
should be the same as the presidential term of his successor. Chavez, Mines and Energy Minister,
said he called for a five-year presidential term, and immediate settlement of the issue to strengthen
Sarney's position as leader of the country. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 05/05/87, 05/06/87)
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